THE YEAR 1866

Johnston was claiming pay from the government for the loss of
his cattle. According to Spencer and Tunison the officer at
Summit Lake would send no soldiers after the Indians who stole
the cattle, and the other witnesses seem to have said nothing
about it. In 1905, while testifying in behalf of Mr. Johnston,
William Brockman said that he came to Soldier Meadows several
days after the cattle were stolen. He and some others followed
the tracks of the cattle for ten or twelve miles and then returned
because they had no hope of overtaking the Indians. He also
said that he saw a small squad of soldiers, perhaps ten or twelve,
coming back from the pursuit of the Indians. Perhaps they
were from some other army post,

As soon as the news reached Honey Lake HHenry Hateh, John-
ston’s partner, William Dow, and A. L. Tunison went out there
and found the train camped at Summit Lake. They had hauled
their wagons there with the remaining cattle. Tunison says
that Johnston lost thirty-five head of oxen, Williams fourteen,
Wright twelve, Walters six, and that he lost eight.

Part of the freight was taken on to Idaho, and the rest of it
left at Summit Lake where it wasted or was destroyed. Mr.
Johnston said that the officer there would not let him leave it
near the post on the land owned by the government for fear that
they would be responsible for it. These men put in their claims
against the United States government for damages done by the
Indians, but up to this time few, or none of them, have received

any pay.
Inpians Kmrep arT Paroose VALLEY

Told by William Dow

Late in June Joe Hale was hunting horses in Cheney valley.
‘While engaged in this he passed the camp of ‘“‘Old Tom,’’ an
Indian valley Indian, and one of the first of this tribe who came
into Honey Lake with their families. At this camp Hale noticed
some Indians who looked as though they didn’t belong in this
loeality, and when he returned to Susanville he told what he had
seen, The same day William Dow, Robert Johnston and Wife,
Rolla Arnold, and A. U. Sylvester came into town from Pine
creek where they had been fishing, On their way home Mr.
Dow, who was on horseback, left the road and went along south
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of it to do some hunting. He saw a band of about a dozen
Indians and tried to get up to them, but as he rode toward them
they kept edging off. He called to them and they answered
that they were Indian valley Indians, but he could see they were
Piutes. When he got into town and told about seeing these
Indians, Hale said ‘‘Those are the same Indians that I saw at
Old Tom’s camp,’” and expressed the opinion that they had
traded with him for a lot of ammunition. People were satisfied
that they were wild Indians and that they might be going out to
the Summit lake country where the ammunition would be used
to kill white men. Several men said that if Dow would go along
and guide them, they would see that these Indians made no fur-
ther trouble. The next morning when he got to town there were
only four men ready to go with him—Joe Hale, Byron B. Gray,
Charlie Drum, and E. V. Spencer, They went out and struck
the trail just a little this side of Bridge ereek, and camped that
night at what is now known as Martin springs. It looked as
though the Indians had camped there, too. Somewhere they had
divided into two or more bands, and the next day the white men
followed one of them to where they crossed Pine ereek at what
is now known as Champ’s headquarters. By a direct route this
would be thirty-five or forty miles from Susanville, They then
came back and went down Pine creek to Eagle lake and camped
there that night. The next morning Dow and Gray had some
sore-footed horses and could not keep up with the rest of the
party. When those in the lead got to Papoose valley at the
southern end of Eagle lake, they saw some squaws camped there
and went down and spoke to them. They could speak good Eng-
lish and said that they were Indian valley Indians and that the
men were out hunting. The white men then turned back and met
Dow and Gray and told them that these were some of the Indiang
they were hunting for. They also said that nothing could be
done at present, for the men were all away from camp, and they
had better wait until night and then take them in. They eamped
at a little spring just southeast of Papoose valley and the fol-
lowing morning, a little after daylight, they went over to the
Indian camp and killed four bucks. One other buck was shot,
but he got on his horse and escaped. Another buck and some
squaws got away without injury. The white men returned to
Susanville that day.
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“Orp Tom’’ KmLLep

Told by William Dow and Fred Hines

Something was told about this Indian in the preceding article,
He was here in 1857 when Mr. Dow came into the valley, and for
some time after that he and the other Indian spoken of were the
only Indian valley Indians who lived here. He had long been
suspected of selling ammunition to the wild Indians living in
northwestern Nevada. For some time previous to his death
whenever he went to a house in the nighborhood of his camp and
found no men there, he would demand ammunition from the
women in a threatening manner. He generally wanted powder
and caps, and he picked up all the tea lead he could find. Another
thing that looked suspicious was the fact that he had the skins
of animals which he could not get in this part of the country.
Added to all this, just about this time a large band of Indian
valley Indians came info Susanville and told that Old Tom was
selling ammunition to the wild Indians,

After killing the Indians in Papoose valley the whites went
into Susanville and told what they had done. That same day
0Old Tom’s case was discussed and six or seven men went out to
his camp, which was then on Gold Run near the old Lanigar
place, then owned by John R. Perkins. Perkins went along with
them, and after going a short distance south from his house they
scattered out and went through the timber, Finally Perkins ran
across him. Evidently he had heard something of what was
going on, for when he saw Perkins he started off as fast as he
could. Perkins followed and eanght up with him, and told him
they wanted him to come in and make some explanation about
selling the ammunition. e refused to come and started away,
but was headed off. The same thing was done two or three times,
and at last Tom threatened to yell to some other Indians who
were camped near by if he was stopped again. He started off
once more and then Perkins shot him several times with his pis-
tol. He ran a short distance and fell down dead.

Epwarp (Nep) MuLroneEy WouUNDED BY THE INDIANS

Some time this spring Mulroney and Wisbern’s pack train
started for Silver City, Idaho, in charge of Robert Wisbern. Wis-
bern was killed at Camp MeDermit in northern Nevada on the
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